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In the Midst of Mountains…On the Forefront of Disciple-Making

June 19, 2008

From Cathy’s View
Transitions, Changes and Wellness

It’s the season of change for many reasons, even as I write this.  This week a number of pastors in the Mountain View District will be preaching their last sermon at the church where they are appointed, most of those are pastors who are leaving our district, either to attend seminary full time somewhere else, retire, or serve in another district.  When the appointments were read at Annual Conference for the Mountain View District, there was s cheering and a playful spirit about the incoming pastors.  It sounded like enthusiasm, and I know that many of you are enthusiastically awaiting your new pastors.

Change and transition isn’t always about moving- sometimes it’s the movement around us.  For myself- it’s been a month of significant transition- our daughter graduated from college, our son got married and returned to California, our youngest son chose to stay in Ohio and work on the college campus for the summer, and then last weekend, the Sunday of annual conference, our daughter moved out into her first apartment and started a job the next day.  To top it all off our “granddaughter” graduated from kindergarten in Cheektowaga outside of Buffalo on Monday morning and will move to Roanoke, Virginia next week.  That’s a lot!

Some of you are saying good bye to pastors whom you love, and who love you, some of you are saying good bye to active pastoral ministry for this season anyway, some are graduating from seminary and leaving the safety of the known and stepping into a foreign land.  I know that many of you are dealing with the very same life transitions that I have been- Ron Isaman is so close to his grandchildren that he’s saying good bye to his tonsils within weeks of two of them doing the same- I’m not sure there is grief around that…but I’m sure they will be offering popsicles and jello.  Keep Ron in your prayers this coming week!

We celebrated and said good bye to our Bishop at annual conference, knowing that she’ll retire at the end of august.  

How do we go forward from losses, from the stress of change, from comfortable to uncomfortable- even in the best of discomfort.  I recently wrote a poem about the meaning of a luminary- in the context of saying good bye to someone- and I think that we all need to seek out the luminaries in our lives, the people who shine in the darkness of change – reflecting back to us the face, the love, the ever present care of Jesus Christ.  While I typically keep my poetry to myself- I want to share some of this- because some of you have been lights along my path, as I have visited your churches- some are laypersons who are staying put, and some are pastors who are making transitions.

Luminary:  a body that gives light;
Luminary 
1. Any body that gives light, especially one of the heavenly bodies.
2. A person of eminence or brilliant achievement. 

Luminary ~ One That Lights the Path 

By Cathy Hall Stengel  June 18, 2008

When on the course of life

We find ourselves lost, looking, listening, hoping - 

For some sign, some direction, some hope;

Because it feels as if the world has become different~ maybe:

Frightening

Uncertain

Just different.

In seeking, asking, pressing in a new world, knocking

Light was revealed

A Luminary:  One who lights the path.

The luminary is not the destination:

But rather one who casts light along the path,

Reflecting the comfort of a beloved savior, providing:

A place to rest, to sit, to look, to be cared for, to learn to care for others;

Even sometimes a place of silence.

A place to be~A place to find

A place to reveal.

The luminary does not shine in the darkness

To be revealed, but rather to reveal the path of God.

And after stopping, resting, examining, 

The luminary is the one who lights the path;

Helping to reveal the path beyond, perhaps to the 

Next luminary, perhaps into the breaking of the dawn.

The gift of the luminary is the gift of light; 

gentle, present, illuminating,

Seeking our strength, seeking God’s truth, seeking to reveal the light inside

Each and every one of us;

So that after a season of sharing and comfort;

We might be ready, prepared, encouraged, to travel on.

For the gift of the luminary is to provide light so that we might

Claim the light of Christ within ourselves rather than see the luminary as the

Destination rather than a part of the journey.  

For the purpose of the luminary is to reveal, to give light,

So that those who walk in darkness might 

Come to the place where they can find the light, the healing,

The solace and the challenge of claiming the light that lives within;

The light of Jesus Christ.

Blessings

Cathy
Dates to put on your calenDAR:

JULY
3
Newly appointed Pastor’s Meeting –  10:30 a.m. Arkport UMC



(bring Communion Elements) 

8 Mountain View District Transition Workshop – 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Hornell

UMC – this is for new pastors, pprc committees, church leadership




14-19
Allegany County Fair Booth Ministry


OCT.
13-15  Bishop’s convocation – holiday Inn in Auburn NY





CATHY’S CALENDAR



JUNE 
22
Worship at Salamanca

23 Cabinet

DCOS Committee Meeting – 7 p.m.




25
Conference Office – DISC Meeting – 3 – 5 p.m.




29
Worship Delevan and Sardinia

YOUTH CENTER IS CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
PRAYER CONCERNS – Prayers for all the Pastor’s that are moving and Churches going through transition over the next couple of weeks. Harvey Hall, Cathy Stengel’s father, Ron Isaman surgery on Tuesday

NEW PROTECTION UMC is looking to buy about 30 UM Hymnals is good conditions.  Contact David Smith at 716-655-7276 if you have any hymnals.

NEW Are you doing DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY AT YOUR CHURCH?  Let the District Office know if you are and what level you are working on.  Thank you. 
NEW SUMMER STAFF NEEDED AT CAMP:   2 Male and 1 Female Core Counselors (must be at least 18) are still needed!!   Camp Asbury is still looking for persons to serve as Camp Chaplain the weeks of July 13-18, July 20-25, and July 27 - August 1.  If interested, please contact the camp office.

Rev. Lawrence J. Wiliford
Executive Director CCRM/
Director of Camp Asbury
P.O. Box 218
16 Lakeside Ave.
Silver Lake, NY   14549
585-237-5262

NEW NEW PASTORS MEETING This meeting is for Newly appointed pastor’s on the Mountain View District (that are not Elders).  We will meet at the Arkport UMC on July 3 at 10:30 in the morning.  Please bring your Communion Elements with you.

NEW MOUNTAIN VIEW DISTRICT TRANSITION WORKSHOP at Hornell UMC on July 8 at 6:30 p.m. If your church did not attend the Transition Workshop on June 7th at Clarence this is for you. Pastor’s, Pastor Parish Committees and Church Leadership are invited to come and spend a couple hours together to help you work through this Transition period.  Please register your church with the District Office so we know how many to expect for the evening.  (716-372-8047 or mtnviewumc2@verizon.net)
NEW ALLEGANY COUNTY FAIR MINISTRY BOOTH It is that time of year once again.  The District will have a booth set up at the Allegany County Fair in Angelica from July 14-19.  Does your church have a brochure that tells about the ministries that you have happening at your church?  If you do and would like some on display at the booth make sure you get them to the District Office by July 9.  We are also looking for people to man the booth.  If you are interested in doing this you can call the District Office and I will be glad to sign you up. 

NEW UNITED METHODIST MEN AND BOYS RETREAT is scheduled for Camp Asbury, September 19-20.  For more information go to the Conference Web Page.

MAN-TO-MAN   Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Saturday June 21, 2008 at 9:00 a.m. at Friends in Christ United Methodist Church, 25 Minard St., Fillmore, NY  14735.  Guest Speaker is Rev. Ray Walker.  (Free will offering will be taken.)
OLDER ADULT MINISTRIES Sponsors Living Fully – Aging Well Conference on October 4, 2008 from 8:30 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. at the Rush United Methodist Church.  Keynoter Dr. Cathy Ansuini, asst Professor at Sate University College at Buffalo and Dr. Tom DeLoughry presenting “Never Too Old”  Watch the SPECTRUM and VIEWPOINT for more information as it is made available.

ADULT CAMP AT CAMP ASBURY  I want to let you know of a new opportunity that we have just put together for THIS SUMMER! It’s going to be an “Adult Camp”. (Why should the kids have all the fun?)
 
When: Sunday, June 22 through Friday, June 27 (or whenever you can come)
Where: At Camp Asbury (Silver Lake, NY)
Who: ADULTS (who are really kids at heart!)
 
And … best of all: it’s FREE ! ! ! (We do ask for a non-refundable $50 registration fee). Your week at camp is being subsidized. (And, of course, if you should choose to make a donation to the camp, it won’t be refused.)
 
Why would we offer this? Because we believe in our camping program. And we know that ‘once you’ve experienced it … you want to pass it on.’ Personally, I look forward to sharing around the campfire, singing some of those old campfire songs, and doing again some of the fun things I remember from my summers at camp as a kid.
 
We will also have some projects to do at camp - - landscaping, getting cabins ready for summer campers, building a shed, stacking firewood, etc. Yes, there is lots to do – but it will be fun. And I’m looking for some volunteers to lead us in daily devotions and Bible study (we’ll use this summer’s theme: “Handle with Care”.)
 
Knowing how busy some adults are, we are also suggesting that those who can’t come for the whole time (Sunday afternoon through Friday afternoon), will be welcome to come for any part of the time.
 
If any of this might interest you, please let me know. And you are welcome to invite your friends!
Thanks!!
 
Kit Snyder
(CCRM chairperson)
 
For more information, call me at: 585 637-5639 (home), or e-mail me at: revkit@hotmail.com
natural church development INTRODUCTION AND COACH TRAINING WITH REV. DOUG RUFFLE, PHD.  Thursday through Saturday, August 21-23, 2008 at Camp Asbury.  Registration fee covers room, meals and breaks.  (Thursday Lunch and Dinner, Friday Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner and Saturday Breakfast and Lunch)

Single Room Occupancy - $160

Double Occupancy - $130

Linens, extra $6.00 for Single bed and $9.00 for Double bed

For more information and the registration form/brochure are on the WNYUMC.ORG Web page under Leadership and Congregational Development
BISHOP’S CONVOCATION INFORMATION – October 13-15 - This year’s theme is “Jesus, Wesley and You.”  Dr. David Lowes Watson, will be our keynote speaker.  Besides being a pastor, professor and author, Dr. Watson appears in several of the “Disciple” Bible Study video lessons.  Watch for more information at Clergy Session.

CLINICAL PASTORAL EDUCATION PROGRAM (CPE) IN JAMESTOWN AREA THIS SUMMER/FALL – Dr. Robert Spillman is planning to offer CPE this Summer through Fall in the Jamestown Area.  This course is accredited with the Satellite of Sisters of Charity Hospital CPE Program in Buffalo. If this is something you are going to need as you continue in the Ordination Process you might want to talk to Dr. Spillman.  He needs a minimum of six students to offer this class.  For information please Contact Dr. Spillman at 363 Darwin Dr., Amherst, NY 14226, Telephone numbers are 716-839-4316 or 716-479-7933 (cell) or 716-743-9117.  

Appointment Announcements
Bishop Violet Fisher announces the appointment of …
Mountain View District

Rev. Gerald C. Piper to Olean Trinity/Knapp Creek part-time effective 8/1/08 

Rev. David J. Cooke to Belfast/Caneadea effective 7/1/08

Rev. Gerald Piper as less-than-full time to Olean: Trinity & Knapp Creek Trinity UMC effective July 1, 2008

Rev. Bradley Chesebro to Olean: Trinity/Knapp Creek Trinity effective 7/1/08

Rev. Jerome Ward to First UMC of Wellsville effective 7/1/08

Rev. Marian Luce to Hornell effective 7/1/08

Daniel Carr to Rushford/Centerville effective 7/1/08

Rev. Matthew Kofahl to Stannards (in addition to Bolivar) effective 7/1/08

Keith Chase to Whitesville effective 7/1/08

Rev. Timothy Middleton to Alfred and Angelica effective 7/1/08

Philip Vitullo to Bishopville and South Dansville effective 7/1/08

Rev. Robert Dean to Canisteo effective 7/1/08

Rev. Terry Wiliford to Delevan/Sardinia effective 7/1/08

Gregory White to Garwoods effective 7/1/08

Rev. Daniel Knopf to South Canisteo and Troupsburg effective 7/1/08

Niagara Frontier District 

Rev. Patricia L. Brown to Buffalo: Lincoln Memorial effective 7/1/08

Rev. Raymond Shaw to Barker:Faith effective 7/1/08

Rev. J. Fay Cleveland to Harris Hill/Bowmansville effective 9/15/08 to 6/30/09

Rev. Beth Kottemann to Harris Hill/Bowmansville effective 7/1/08

Rev. Thomas LeBeau to Lancaster: Faith effective 7/1/08

Rev. Daven Oskvig to Elma effective 7/1/08

Rev. Bonnie LeValley to Kenmore 7/1/08

Rev. John Wetherwax from ¼ time to ½ time at Williamsville effective 7/1/08

Rev. Cassandra Salter-Smith to Niagara Falls: St. James effective 7/1/08.

Rev. Christopher Wylie to Alden effective 1/1/08.

Rev. David Meade to Incapacity Leave effective 5/1/08.

Rev. Jeffrey Childs to Grand Island: Trinity effective 7/1/08.

Rev. Alice Priset to Marilla UMC effective 7/1/08

Rev. Melba Chaney to Lyndonville UMC effective 7/1/08

Rev. Keith Manry to Akron UMC effective 7/1/08

Genesee Valley District

Rev. Dawn Merritt to Spencerport effective 7/1/08

Rev. John Hamilton to Union Hill 50% and Hamlin 50% effective 7/1/08

The Rev. Ruthellen Hoyle to Wesley UMC effective 7/1/08.

Rev. Mary Martin to Canadice effective 7/1/08

Rev. Daniel Bradley to Incapacity Leave effective 3/15/08

Rev. Margie Mayson to Sabbatical effective 3/31/08

Rev. Daryl Hansen to Penfield effective 7/1/08

Janet James as Assoc. Pastor of Discipleship at Asbury First effective 7/1/08

Rev. David Lubba to Penfield UMC as Interim from 4/1/08 to 6/30/08.

Rev Kevin Slough to Seneca UMC (in addition to his appointment at East Rochester UMC) effective 7/1/08

Rev. Keith Griswold to Geneseo UMC effective 7/1/08

Rev. Ann Kemper to Covenant UMC full time effective 7/1/08

Rev. Ted Anderson as Genesee Valley District Superintendent effective 7/1/08

Rev. Jennifer Green to Hilton UMC effective 7/1/08
Rev. Jerry Metz to Springwater UMC (in addition to his appointment at Hemlock UMC) effective 7/1/08

Rev. Lauren turner to Warsaw First (75%) and Silver Springs (25%) effective 7/1/08

Cornerstone District

Rev. J Paul Womack to Chautauqua: Hulburt effective 7/1/08
1801 West State Street

Olean, New York 14760

716-372-8047

mtnviewumcds@verizon.net

www.wnyumc.org




























































































































































